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On the other hand, it should not be continued indefinite-
ly, firstly because it offends our sense of justice and fair-
play to the labourer ; and secondly because agriculture
which is largely carried on with the help of mortgaged
labour can never prosper.1

The solution,2 that is suggested by some, is that the
system should be replaced by what is known as the 'card-
system'. This system means that a labourer who is in
service of one master cannot be legally engaged by an-
other, unless he shows the card of his first master permitt-
ing him to seek another's service.

We are afraid that this system, instead of making the
labourer free will tighten the hold of the master. What
the immediate solution should be, is extremely difficult to
suggest. We believe that the remedies we have suggested
in the case of the free labourer are likely to solve this
problem too, for if free labour is easily available, none will
like to resort to the uneconomical and inefficient Hali-
system.

CONCLUSIONS

The following are the main conclusions of this chapter :
(i) The efficiency of the agricultural labourer has de-
creased in spite of an increase in wages, making agricul-
ture a more costly occupation.

(ii) The real solution of the problem lies in the resump-
tion of fieldwork by those who have retired from it, and
in the introduction of a system of piece-wages or in offer-
ing the labourer an inducement in the shape of a fixed
share in the produce of the farm.

1. Cf. The idea is expressed in Gujarati by the Economic Enquiry Commit-
tee appointed by the Swarajya Ashram at Bardoli to enquire into the
question of an enhancement in the land assessment of the Bardoli
Taluka : it runs :

2, Vide Memorandum submitted by Rao Saheb B. M. Desai to the Royal
Commission of  Indian  Agriculture.
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